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When the news of their calamity had first reached Rome, a total cessation
of business (justitium) had taken place, and a general levy, either to attempt
their relief or to defend the city, had been made, and all orders of people
went into mourning. In this state of things the disgraced army reached
the gates. It there dispersed; those who lived in the country went away ;
those who dwelt in the city slunk with night to their houses. The consuls,
having named a dictator for the consular elections, laid down their office;
and Q. Publilius Philo and L. Papirius Cursor were appointed to be their
successors.c

TRIUMPH OF PA prams
In commenting on the Roman attitude towards this disaster, "Wilhelm Ihne^
calls attention to a striking peculiarity of the Eoman people. Like other
nations they could remember days of national triumph, but unlike most other
nations, it was part of their public policy to keep always before their eyes the
memorials of those days when they had suffered defeat and humiliation. They
even celebrated the anniversaries of occasions which, were it not for the
peculiar temperament of the Eoman people, national piide would have allowed
to lapse into oblivion. Thus it was that the day of the Allia and the day of
Cannae, as Ihne assures us, were more memorable than the day that marked the
victory of Zama. And now beside those two fateful days there was to bo
named a third of even more shameful significance: a day of national disgrace
and humiliation of the most painful character. At the Allia and at Cannse Roman
citizens had laid down their lives in open battle; but at Caudium four legions
had purchased life and freedom by sacrificing military honour; and, as Dme
declares, "the Roman people, when they refused to ratify the agreement,
covered themselves with a load of infamy from which no sophistry could free
them, even in their own conscience."n